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FLARE TO WHI TE. BEG N TI TLE SEQUENCE
I NT. ENTRANCE TO DESTI NY - EARLY MORNI NG

We swi mthrough clear blue water. Colourful sea plants sway
gently in the currents. Shafts of light pierce the aquatic
environnment from above. A pair of hands-w th-fins-on appear
unsteadily frombelow frane as they attenpt to gain contro
of this deep-sea flight. A bright white shaft of |ight
appears in the distance, emanating froman opening in a coral
formation. The fins maneuver through the blinding white
center of the light.

END TI TLE SEQUENCE

Motion stops. W are inside a sea cave. Strange shapes
abound. The fins relax and drop. The canera turns to reveal
FISHVAN (38). He is white, healthy, and wears a rai nbow
trout fish suit. He is dripping wet and | ooks quite

ridicul ous.

FlI SHVAN
Hell 0? Hell 0?

A kindly old woman (85) appears from behind FI SHVAN. She

al so wears a rainbow trout fish suit. She appears to be
floating. She offers FISHVAN a cup of tea, rather awkwardly,
with her old fins.

GRAMVA
Oh, hello dear. Here already?
This is quite a surprise! Good
| uck.

FlI SHVAN

( Happy)
G amma!

She returns his sml e.

FI SHVAN
(suddenly concer ned)
G amma? How is that possible...?

As FI SHVAN reaches out, G amma dissol ves, taking her teacup
with her. A mangy dog appears and barks as it too floats
along. The dog also wears a fish suit, unconvincingly.

FI SHVAN
Sparky! There's a good puppy!

FISHVAN tries to pet Sparky, but the fins are not so good.
He | ooks confused as Sparky floats away.



Suddenly, there is loud trunpet fanfare, startling our
al ready bew | dered FI SHVAN

FlI SHVAN
Jesus Chri st!

FI SHVAN sees that the bright |ight cones froman opening in

t he cave wall. FISHVAN wal ks unsteadily toward the opening.
H's fish suit is not easy to nove in. Neverthel ess, he wal ks
t hrough the doorway.

FlI SHVAN
VWhat the hell ?

HEAVENLY HOST
Careful now - everything counts.

FI SHVAN turns and sees he is no |onger alone. HEAVENLY HOST
(25) blond, gorgeous, dressed in a |lovely angelfish costune
stands before him like a restaurant hostess. FISHVAN is
gobsmacked.

HEAVENLY HOST
Vel cone.

Heavenly Host gives hima big smle, and steps forward, arns
outstretched. She attenpts to give hima hug, but the fish
suits get in the way. FISHVAN remains stunned. She takes
his fin and guides himforward toward the |ight.

HEAVENLY HOST
Do you know where you are?

FI SHVAN
No. . .
(beat)
Who are you?

HEAVENLY HOST

(gi ggl es)
"' myour HH

FI SHVAN
My HH?

HEAVENLY HOST
Heavenly Host. |'mhere to help
with your. ..
(beat)
transition.

FI SHVAN
My transition?



HEAVENLY HOST
(caring but nechanical)
You' ve passed fromyour worldly
body to this "tenporary' formso
t hat you may be judged.

FI SHVAN
(bew | der ed)
So I’ m dead?
(new t hought)
What do you nean, judged?

HEAVENLY HOST
Just |like it sounds.

FI SHVAN
(tries to appear urbane)
You nean the post nortem pearly
gate thing...like when Saint Peter
decides to let you into heaven?

HEAVENLY HOST
Sort of. But in the spirit of
tol erance, equality, political
correctness and all that, we' re now
governed by the DJA

FlI SHVAN
DJA?

HEAVENLY HOST
(mechani cal )
Di vi ne Judgnent Act. The question
of adm ssion shall be decided by
the CVR ..

FlI SHVAN
CVR?

HEAVENLY HOST
Council of Major Religion-isns...

FI SHVAN
Rel i gi - what ?

HEAVENLY HOST
The Council of Major Religion-isns.
Your uh... Jury. And here they are
now !

FlI SHVAN
My jury?



Heavenly Host has led FISHVAN into a |arge bright chanber.
Though inside an underwater cave, this is clearly a
courtroom

Suddenly, a dance track bl ares and Heavenly Host and FI SHVAN
watch as a group of people in various types of fish costunes
wal k swmingly into the cave. Cearly, they have this

wal ki ng-in-a-fish-suit thing pretty nuch nailed. They bob
and weave as they grow closer, trying to approximate fish
novenent. PETER (18) is a white nale M nnow, a bit scruffy;
TARO (28) is a dark skinned nal e Spotted Headstander — he has
a peaceful countenance and an engaging smle; BLAISE (36) is
a beautiful female Sailfin Tetra with a slight edge; GANESH
(40) is a short, bald male G ouper with dark skin and a
jovial smle; ERIN (34) is an intense, wound up fenale
Blowfish with dark hair and cold eyes; NAIMA (25) is a snal
femal e Guppy with dark skin and intense dark eyes. Al are
engaged in sone sort of energetic, good-natured discussion as
they forminto a sem circle behind individual podiunms. It
appears to FI SHVAN that they seem caught up in their own
revelry and are unaware of his presence.

HEAVENLY HOST
(smles a bit too nmuch -
she’s clearly interested)
Oh, there’ s your Saint Peter...

PETER
(smles at Heavenly Host)
Hey good | ookin. ..

FI SHVAN notices the flirtation and is a bit annoyed.

FI SHVAN
(to Heavenly Host)
He’s a bit young for a saint, isn't
he?

HEAVENLY HOST

We get a lot of that...
(W nks at Peter)

And that’s the COUNCIL of MAJOR
Religion-isms - who will, (consults
note attached to fin) follow ng the
conpl etion of applicant questioning
and consi deration of the
appl i cant's responses, accept the
applicant as ‘resident’.

The jury applauds. Heavenly Host turns to the council and
curtsies. She turns back to FI SHVAN



FlI SHVAN
Resi dent of ?

HEAVENLY HOST
Not so fast...

FI SHVAN
Let me get this straight. You're
telling me that, if | want to get
into Heaven. .

HEAVENLY HOST
Wel|l get in - sort of like you'd
rat her be a nenber than not, get
approval than not...
(beat)
You know sort of |ike an exclusive
cl ub.

The nmen on the jury erupt with applause. Nainma begins to
appl aud but then notices Blaise and Erin as they | ook at her
in disbelief - she imediately stops cl apping.

GANESH
Her e, here.
PETER
Fantastic job — just fantastic.
TARO
Vel | done.
FlI SHVAN
Vell, what's the alternative?

Heavenly Host | ooks lost. The jury nurnmurs. She | ooks at
the jury, expecting guidance. Except for Blaise, they avoid
her gl ance.

HEAVENLY HOST
Alternative?

FlI SHVAN
Yeah. What's the alternative to
getting in?

The Heavenly Host pulls on a rope that appears out of
nowhere. An extrenely |arge book is | owered from above,
cl anki ngly.

HEAVENLY HOST
I'"m ki nd of new.



FI SHVAN
Oh great.

She | ooks through the manual, finds what she is |ooking for,
cl oses the book, pulls the rope, and all watch as it goes
upward and out of sight.

FI SHVAN
What does it say?

HEAVENLY HOST
There is no alternative.

FISHVAN rolls his eyes. The jury applauds, except for Blaise
and Nai ma who | ook conpletely irritated.

HEAVENLY HOST
So let's get down to business.
Each nmenber of the CVR will ask you
one question.

FI SHVAN
What if | get the answer wong?

Heavenly Host looks a little lost again and is about to pul
the rope, but is interrupted by FISHVAN

FI SHVAN
Oh don't bother - you'll probably
tell me there are no wong answers.

BLAI SE
Good t hi nki ng.

FI SHVAN | ooks at Bl aise. She winks at himas she adjusts her
many bracelets while the rest of the jury turns and scow s at
her.

GANESH

We woul d get an existentialist.
ERI N

Last tinme we had an atheist - it

was ri di cul ous.

PETER
This is my first tinme.

The jury looks at him Heavenly Host smles.

HEAVENLY HOST
Good | uck.



TARO
Don't be nervous.

FI SHVAN | ooks incredul ously at the jury.

FI SHVAN
| have to answer to then? M
future lies in their... hands?

HEAVENLY HOST
No, it rests in yours.
(busi nessl i ke)
All right, let's get a few
i ntroductions out of the way.

Heavenly host | ooks down at her fin again.

HEAVENLY HOST
There's Peter, who represents two
billion Christian fish.

Peter waves. Heavenly Host smiles at Peter and then | ooks
down at her fin again.

HEAVENLY HOST
And then there's Naina representing
Islamwith its 1.3 billion fish

Nai ma barely reacts.

HEAVENLY HOST
Then there’'s Ganesh who casts his
vote on behalf of 900 mllion Hi ndu
fish.

Ganesh nods hi s head.
The Heavenly Host | ooks down at her fin again.

FI SHVAN
(i ndi gnant)
Are you cheating?

HEAVENLY HOST
(enbarrassed)
Vel um..
(beat)

BLAI SE
She was your choi ce.

FI SHVAN
What do you nean ny choi ce?



BLAI SE
She's your fantasy - what you want.

TARO
AHHH wanti ng. .

BLAI SE
Yeah, yeah suffering cones from
want, but we all have wants.

TARO
Usel ess cravings Blaise, the key is
usel ess.
BLAI SE
Wl |, you want Nirvana.
TARO
(puzzl ed)

Vel | except for N rvana.

BLAI SE
(sarcastic)
Yeah, yeah, all truths are relative
except for THE TRUTH t hat al
truths are relative. Do | have
that right?

The panel |ooks at Blaise with irritation and sone confusion
— except for Ganesh who has nodded off.

HEAVENLY HOST
That's Bl ai se and Taro.
(back to business)
Taro represents the 360 mllion
Buddhi st fish. And next is ERIN -
representing Judaismwth 140
mllion fish.

Wth this |l ast coment, the jury suddenly seens quite
unconfortable. Ganesh snorts awake.

ERI N
Make that 14 million fish.

FI SHVAN
There’s only 14 mllion? Then,
wel | ..

ERI N

Qut with it.



FI SHVAN
Wl l, how d you get a seat with one
fifth of one percent of the world' s
popul ati on?

Erin smles knowingly. The jury kvetches. They' d like to
nove on.

FI SHVAN
No really - | thought fish like you
didn't believe in all of this stuff
anyway?

ERI N
What stuff?

FI SHVAN
Well - you know... Heaven?

ERI N
Heaven. Who said anything about
Heaven?

The jury | aughs uproariously. FISHVAN | ooks perpl exed.

HEAVENLY HOST
And | ast but not |east is Blaise
representing the 850 mllion
nonrel i gious fishes: agnostics,
humani sts, atheists, etc.

Bl ai se smles coquettishly and adjusts her fishnet stockings.

FI SHVAN
kay that's weird. How does
soneone who doesn’t believe in any
religion get on a jury of major
religions?

HEAVENLY HOST
Renember the new order of inclusion
and tol erance Sunshi ne?
(beat)
Ready?

FI SHVAN
Wl | seeing as | don’t have a
choi ce. .

BLAI SE
(in earnest to FlI SHVAN)
Choi ce.
( MORE)



10.

BLAI SE( cont ' d)

Choice is the cornerstone of a
fish's existence. Because you are
free to choose your own way..

HEAVENLY HOST
(interrupts Blaise on
pur pose)
It’s tinme!

The jury applauds. At that nonent A VERY OLD WOVAN (105) in
a Spotted Pinelodella fish suit anbles onto the scene. She
pulls a circul ar game wheel past the jury. The jury ignores
this late arrival. Gane show nusic begins with canned

appl ause. Bl aise funes, Naim | ooks annoyed, and the rest of
the jury becones animated. On the wheel’s surface is a pie
graph divided into six sections: Christianity, Islam
Buddhi sm Hi ndui sm Judai sm and Non-Religious. In the
wheel’s centre is a spinning pointer.

PETER
(ruefully)
I mss Vegas.

HEAVENLY HOST
Go ahead and give her a spin.

FI SHVAN reaches forward and reluctantly spins the pointer. A
| oud clicking noise is heard. The council |eans forward and
wat ches as the spinner stops on Buddhism The jury claps and
then quiets dowmn. Al look at Taro. Taro |eans forward.

TARO
Did you seek Enlightennent?

The jury erupts into inaudible excited chatter.

GANESH
Wl |l done.

FlI SHVAN
well I...

BLAI SE

(interrupts)
Enl i ghtennent? Enlightennent? You
call previous lives, bad karng,
transcendi ng desire enlightened?
The enlightennment is a call to
reason - is this reasonable? What
evidence is there of past lives?

GANESH
The goal of being enlightened...
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BLAI SE
(interrupts)
Oh don't get ne started with you
H ndus - reincarnation through

what, yoga?
PETER
Yeah.
ERI' N

Right, and Christians really strive
for enlightenment — that nust be
why your good book was in Latin for
all those years — for all those
(tries to indicate italics with his
fins) “Latin” schol ars seeking

enl i ght ennent ?

NAI VA
(to Peter)
Not very denocratic.

A | arge gong sounds.

HEAVENLY HOST
(cheerful)
Ckay tinmes up

FlI SHVAN
VWat? | didn't even answer the
guesti on.

HEAVENLY HOST
CGotta be quick
(beat)
Judges please tally your scores.

FI SHVAN | ooks lost. The jury begin to tally their scores.
The Very A d Wnman wal ks towards the back of the cave and
returns - she pulls an enornmous bulletin board on rickety
wheel s into position. FISHVAN watches with interest as she
carefully positions what appears to be a scoreboard.
Meanwhi | e, Bl ai se | ooks deep in thought while Erin quickly
wites sonething down; Peter wites furiously but then seens
to run out of ink while Taro and Nai ma nonentarily pause and
then wite down their scores. Ganesh |ooks puzzl ed.

HEAVENLY HOST
Times up. Please reveal - starting
with Peter.

PETER
Oh man - okay well sorry brother
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Peter reveals a large white card with a picture of a strange
| ooking dog that is clearly half finished. Ganesh |aughs
while Erin | ooks annoyed.

HEAVENLY HOST
Tar 0?

Taro smles at FI SHVAN and reveal s the words VERY GOCOD.

Nai ma | ooks at Taro in disbelief as does Blaise. They feel
Taro has been too ki nd.

HEAVENLY HOST
Bl ai se?

Bl ai se holds up a bl ank card.

BLAI SE
| refuse to partake in this — I’'m
not sure why the hell |I'm even

her e.
The jury nmenbers shake their heads.

HEAVENLY HOST
Ganesh?

Ganesh holds up his card with 1005 witten on it. Erin |ooks
annoyed once again.

ERI N
What ? 1005 - is there sonething
the rest of us don't know?

Ganesh grins - he has a great set of teeth - very white.

HEAVENLY HOST
Erin?

Erin reveals the Yiddish word “SCHLI MAZEL. "

FI SHVAN
What? This is absurd - they have
di fferent scores - how. ..
(beat)
| don't even know what Schli nmazel
nmeans.

HEAVENLY HOST
Now now, let's not waste tine.
(beat)
Nai ma?
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ERI N

Schl i mazel is a habitual failure.
FlI SHVAN

VWhat ?
ERI N

That’'s what it neans.

FI SHVAN
(exasper at ed)
Hey. ..
(beat)
And | neant all of them - how does
1005 relate to Very Good or
schl eeneezeel ).

ERI N
Schl i mazel . Schl i mazel

The jury |l ook at FI SHVAN nonmentarily and then conti nue doi ng
their own thing. Taro tries to get into a nore confortable
position while Peter and Ganesh play Rock, Paper, Scissors
whi ch doesn’t make any sense as we only see their fins noving
up and down. Bl aise has begun to read N etzsche's Beyond
Good and Evil.

HEAVENLY HOST
Nai ma?

Nai ma reveals a large blue circle. Taro smles at her, but
Erin | ooks suspi ci ous.

ERI N
Way Blue? | thought Dblue..

NAI MA smles at Erin but says nothing. The Very Od Wnan
del i berately and quietly gathers the scorecards from each of
the jury and makes her way back to the |arge scoreboard and,
with difficulty, inserts the cards.

HEAVENLY HOST
Okay then. That’s round one. Tine
to spin again.

Canned appl ause. The Very Od Wnan is startled. FISHVAN

turns the spinner. It lands on H nduism The jury claps.
FI SHVAN
Wiy clap at that - it's going to

| and somewhere. .



HEAVENLY HOST
Getting a little testy are we?

FI SHVAN
| thought you were on ny side.

HEAVENLY HOST
Ganesh?

GANESH
Thank you.

Ganesh, putting his fins in the prayer position, takes a
nmonent to think

FI SHVAN
(irritated)
He seens to get all the tinme he
needs?
HEAVENLY HOST
Shhh.

FlI SHVAN
Don’ t SHHH ne!

GANESH
Do you believe in God?

Si | ence.

PETER
Be careful on this one, Dude.

FI SHVAN
(rises to the chall enge)
Do you nmean God or do you nean
Gods?

GANESH
(as Groucho Marx)
W' ve got ourselves a live one...
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